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October 1, 2014

Dr. Tom Frieden

Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
395 E Street, SW, Suite 9100

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Dr. Frieden,

It is a serious concern for my constituents and I that there is now a confirmed case of
Ebola in Dallas, Texas. While 1 am confident that the health practices that are in place in the
United States will be effective to prevent a major outbreak, I remain concerned that it appears
that Americans are still making non-essential trips to the affected areas despite the public
warnings against such travel.

I believe that the recent Ebola case in Dallas highlights the fact that non-essential travel
to the affected region is putting Americans at unnecessary risk. I have nothing but respect for the
American military and medical volunteers that are operating in Liberia and the affected region
right now. 1 am confident that the proper procedures have been put in place to prevent
transmission to and from those groups. However, 1 do question why other Americans not in
these groups would still travel to the region and whether or not they could become infected and
bring the infection home with them.

Given the severity of this threat, I request that the Centers for Disease Control consider
recommending to the President that he use his powers under 42 U.S.C. Title 42 Sec. 265 to
prohibit non-essential travel to Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea by all American citizens,
resident aliens, and foreign nationals attempting entry into the United States, until this current
outbreak is brought under control. The health and safety of the American population should
always be the primary consideration in situations like this.
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