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I thank the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations for holding this important hearing on how to prosecute crimes committed overseas by American civilian contractors. I became involved in this issue nearly three years ago when my constituent called me asking for help for his daughter, Jamie Leigh Jones. He said that his daughter was drugged, gang-raped, and being held against her will in a shipping container only four days after she arrived to work at Camp Hope in Baghdad. My staff and I contacted the United States Department of State’s Department of Overseas Citizens Services. Within 48 hours, the State Department dispatched two agents from the US Embassy in Baghdad, rescued Jamie, and brought her back home to the United States.

The United States government has a responsibility to protect American civilians who work in support of an American military mission overseas. The government affords these protections to American citizens on American soil and to American soldiers in combat, but the government doesn’t know how to react when the crime involves contractors. This is unacceptable. 

It’s been nearly three years since Jamie was assaulted, but still she has not seen justice. Although an Assistant US Attorney interviewed Jamie and a State Department Special Agent investigated her case, Jamie was left in the dark about the status of her case for long periods of time. After two and a half years, Jamie wanted answers, so she decided to go public with her case. It was only after appearing on 20/20 that the Department of Justice began to communicate more frequently with Jamie.

Since Jamie has gone public with her experience, my office has heard from several other women who are all former contractors and allege similar assaults. Unfortunately, we’ve learned that Jamie’s case is not unique. I’ve met with Department of State employees, who explained how who is responsible for investigating crimes committed against contractors, how the Department of State conducts investigations, and when a case is turned over to the Department of Justice for possible prosecution. Since civilian contractors work under one government agency, the other agencies refuse to take responsibility when a crime occurs and passes the buck to another agency. My repeated inquiries to the Department of Justice have received generic responses, all providing already known information. In January, I sent a letter to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and Secretary of Defense Robert Gates along with 110 Members of Congress, requesting detailed information on the policies, procedures, and protocol that exist to prevent and respond to sexual assaults on contractors in Iraq. In his response, Secretary Gates informed me that he called for the Department of Defense Inspector General to conduct a review of the Department’s policies and procedures regarding crimes committed against civilian contractors in Iraq and for possible recommendations. I look forward to the conclusions and recommendations, but in the interim, we must not forget the women victimized in Iraq and further victimized by the system that is set up to deliver justice.
While the federal government figures out who is responsible and who has jurisdiction, the assailants remain free and unaccountable for their crimes. Americans cannot go abroad and commit attacks on fellow Americans without the long arm of the law holding them accountable. Jamie deserves justice; the other victims deserve justice; and justice is what we do in America. And that’s just the way it is. 

