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Crime & Courts 
H.R. 4900, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives Reform and 
Firearms Modernization Act of 2007 - To reform the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives, modernize firearms laws and regulations, protect the 
community from criminals, and for other purposes. 
- Sponsor: Rep King, Steve (R-IA) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 
 
H.Res. 700 - Commends the FTC and its partners for creating We Don�t Serve Teens 
program to end underage drinking. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Bono Mack, Mary (R-CA) 
- Status: House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform  
 
H.Res. 616 - Commends Phoenix House, a provider of substance abuse treatment and 
prevention services operating more than 100 programs in NY, CA, TX, FL, NH, RI, MA, 
ME, and VT, for its 40th anniversary. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. (D-NY) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Health 
 
H.R. 2898, Judicial Conduct Act of 2007 - Amends the federal judicial code to define 
the treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors for which a justice or judge 
of the United States, according to Articles II and III of the U.S. Constitution, shall be 
removed from office. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Akin, W. Todd (R-MO) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual Property 
 
H.Res. 576 - Recognizes September as National Youth Court Month for the efforts of 
such programs in enhancing the quality of the juvenile justice system in the United States  
- Sponsor: Rep. Brown-Waite, Ginny (R-FL) 
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- Status: Subcommittee on Health Families and Communities 
 
H.Res. 539 - Requests that the President focus appropriate attention on neighborhood 
crime prevention and community policing and coordinate certain Federal efforts to 
participate in �National Night Out,� which occurs the first Tuesday of August each year, 
including by supporting local efforts and community watch groups and by supporting 
local officials, to promote community safety and help provide homeland security. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Stupak, Bart (D-MI)  
- Status: Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 
 
H.R. 1627, Social Security Number Fraudulent Use Notification Act of 2007 - 
Requires the Commissioner of the Social Security Administration to promptly notify 
individuals whose numbers have been used illegally. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Myrick, Sue Wilkins (R-NC) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Social Security 
 
H.R. 2128, Sunshine in the Courtroom Act of 2007 � Provides for media coverage of 
federal court proceedings.  Allows judges discretion over when a court proceeding would 
be televised. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Chabot, Steve (R-OH) 
- Status: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 17 - 11. 
 
H.R. 2286, Bail Bond Fairness Act - Mandates that a bail bond may only be forfeited if 
a defendant fails to appear in court as ordered.  Historically, the purpose of bonds was to 
ensure the appearance of a defendant for a later court date.  However, following a judicial 
interpretation from the 1980�s, federal judges have been ordering bail bonds be forfeited 
even when the defendant appears in court if the defendant fails to behave in a certain 
way.  Bail agents who underwrite federal bonds now must ensure not only appearance but 
other conditions � such as ensuring the defendant will not consume alcohol � over which 
the bail agent obviously has no control. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Wexler, Robert (D-FL) 
- Status: House Committee on the Judiciary  
 
H.R. 2249, Federal Tort Claim Reform Act of 2007 - No person can make a claim for 
injuries received while committing a criminal act unless they can prove that willful 
excessive force was used against them. 
- Sponsor: Rep. McCaul, Michael T. (R-TX) 
- Status: House Committee on the Judiciary  
 
H.R. 916, John R. Justice Prosecutors and Defenders Incentive Act of 2007 - Allows 
an individual who is employed as a prosecutor or public defender for 3 years to enter into 
a loan repayment agreement of $10,000 per year and $60,000 total to encourage 
continued employment in these fields. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Scott, David (D-GA) 
- Status: Passed House 341 - 73 (Roll no. 347) 
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H.R. 1914, Terrorist Death Penalty Act of 2007 - Ensures the death penalty for 
terrorists. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Carter, John R. (R-TX) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 
 
H.R. 1640, Protecting Americans Fighting Terrorism Act of 2007 - Exempts 
individuals from civil liability for reporting suspicious behavior to federal, state, or local 
law enforcement agencies, if such reporting is made in good faith and with the reasonable 
belief that such behavior is suspicious. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Pearce, Stevan (R-NM) 
- Status: House Committee on the Judiciary 
 
H.R. 1063, Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act - Prohibits transporting a minor 
child across a state line to obtain an abortion (deems such transporting to be an 
abridgment of the right of a parent under any law in the minor�s state of residence that 
requires parental involvement in the minor�s abortion decision). Makes an exception for 
an abortion necessary to save the life of the minor.  Imposes a fine and/or prison term of 
up to one year on a physician who performs or induces an abortion on an out-of-state 
minor in violation of parental notification requirements. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana (R-FL) 
- Status: Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties 
 
H.R. 855, Criminal Terrorism Improvements Act of 2007 � Imposes the death penalty 
or life imprisonment on individuals who cause the death of a person while committing a 
terrorist act. 
- Sponsor: Rep Lungren, Daniel E. (R-CA) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 
 
H.Res. 826 - Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the hanging of 
nooses is a horrible act when used for the purpose of intimidation and which under 
certain circumstances can be a criminal act that should be thoroughly investigated by 
Federal law enforcement authorities and that any criminal violations should be vigorously 
prosecuted.  
- Sponsor: Rep. Green, Al (D-TX) 
- Status: Passed House 
 
H.R. 3010, Arbitration Fairness Act of 2007 - Requires that agreements to arbitrate 
employment, consumer, franchise, or civil rights disputes be made after the dispute has 
arisen. This Act does not prohibit arbitration, but it prevents a party with greater 
bargaining power from forcing an individual into arbitration through a non-negotiable 
contract entered into prior to the dispute. It ensures that arbitration is voluntary and not a 
coerced forum to resolve disputes.  
- Sponsor: Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. (D-GA) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Commercial and Administrative Law 
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H.R. 3151, State and Local Criminal Forensic Laboratory Enhancement Act of 2007 
- Directs the Attorney General to: (1) award grants to states, local governments, and 
Indian tribes to establish new criminal forensic laboratories or expand or improve 
existing laboratories and to hire and train new forensic laboratory professionals; and (2) 
give priority in awarding such grants to agencies in jurisdictions with the largest backlogs 
of criminal forensic examinations. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Roskam, Peter J. (R-IL) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 
 
H.R. 4041 Federal Consent Decree Fairness Act - To amend chapter 111 of title 28, 
United States Code, to limit the duration of Federal consent decrees to which State and 
local governments are a party, and for other purposes. 
- Sponsor: Rep. Blunt, Roy (R-MO) 
- Status: Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 
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