April 30, 2007
Mr. Thomas G. Day

Senior Vice President of Government Relations

U.S. Postal Service
475 L’Enfant Plaza, S.W., Room 10226

Washington, DC  20260-3500

Dear Mr. Day:

I am once again writing in response to unconfirmed reports of changes involving postal facilities located in the Second Congressional District of Texas.  In March of 2006 I learned of a study the U.S. Postal Service was conducting in the Beaumont area to re-examine its processing and distribution network which would identify opportunities to improve efficiency and productivity.  I communicated with the USPS in April and July of 2006 regarding postal changes that could adversely affect mail delivery and lead to job cuts in Jefferson County.  In May of 2006, I signed a letter with other Members of Congress regarding changes in the strategic realignment of the processing, distribution and bulk mail centers.  

In June of 2006, my office communicated with the USPS regarding unconfirmed reports that the Regional Encoding Center in Beaumont was slated for closure.  At that time, my staff was advised that there were no plans to shut down the operation.  This week my office began receiving calls regarding reports that the REC would be closed in November of 2007 as a result of a drop in productivity, caused by Hurricane Rita.  The Beaumont REC has consistently been ranked as one of the top ten facilities in the country due to the efforts of more than three hundred career employees and five hundred temporary employees; therefore, I am strongly opposed to closing the facility.

Last week at a USPS briefing my staff was informed of impending news; however, to date, my office has not received any communication regarding changes involving facilities in my district.  When my office attempted to obtain information from the USPS regarding the alleged REC closure, none of the high-level postal representatives admitted to being aware of plans to close the facility.  
I am not opposed to advances in modern technology that result in enhancements that improve efficiency and productivity; however, I am extremely disappointed with the failure of the USPS to keep community stakeholders, including those who work for postal facilities, informed of plans that will affect them.  I believe my constituents deserve an opportunity to voice their grievances when decisions that could lead to cutbacks or changes in mail service in Southeast Texas are made.  I reiterate that I am strongly opposed to eliminating or transferring jobs out of Beaumont that would unnecessarily pull money out of the community, a community still trying to recover from Hurricane Rita.  
I ask that all postal facilities in Jefferson County remain open and operational, including the encoding facility and the mail processing operations.  Please contact me or a member of my staff in my Eastern District office at 409-212-1997 regarding this matter.  
Sincerely,
TED POE

Member of Congress

TEXAS

Cc:   David Critelli, Postmaster      

        Greg Gamble, District Manager

        Jerry Warren, Manager of Consumer Affairs

        David Lewin, Communications Program Specialist
